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"birds of passage"—on the make—I see little hope of any permanent improvement
in inter-racial relationship.
The case would be different if it were possible for us to settle in the country and
identify ourselves with its interests as did all our predecessors in the empire and the
Government of India. One has heard that some of those who were in such a huny to
depart have been disappointed by the conditions which greeted them on their return
to Britain. It might have been worth their while considering whether, on one or other
of India's marvellous uplands, they might not have obtained many of the conveniences
without most of the drawbacks of retiren ent to Europe at the present time. But if
this were impracticable, for reasons of health or education, then they might have
considered how far they were justified in clearing out of India, bag and baggage,
without one gesture of gratitude or regret lam convinced of this, that if British
citizen on retirement from India had made even a small voluntary public contribution
to the welfare of his Indian fellow citizens, the aggregate sum subscribed would by
this time have been enormous, and fruitful source of bitterness would have been
removed.
not "the land of regrets."
Gentlemen, "the land we live ms has also been called "the land of Regrets,"
And yet it is, in every sense of the Scriptural phrase, "a good land"—a land flowing
with milk and honey. It is a generous country which has supported us all in comfort
and has enabled many of us to lay by for our old age. It is a land of greater variety
than is to be found anywhere else on earth, unless on the American continent—
possessing as it does every kind of climate, every kind of scenery, every kind of game,
every kind of wealth, vegetable and mineral. It affords unexampled opportunities to
the statesman, the administrator, the soldier, the engineer, the merchant, the artist,
the scholar. It is for most of us the country where the best years of our manhood are
spent. It is or it ought to be for all of us "Mother India", whose salt we have eaten,
and will be faithful thereto. How can such a country be a land of Regrets if we are
prepared to do our duty by it ? On the contrary, I maintain that if we quit ourselves
like men and like citizens J if we acknowledge and endeavour to repay the debt of
honour which we owe to India ; if we learn to love India as the most generous of
foster-mothers and her children as bound to us by ties of affection and gratitude—
India will be no land of Regrets, but a land of glorious opportunities and a land of
splendid memories, not only to us but to those whom we leave behind us when at
last we have to go.
The Governor's Speech,
His Excellency Sir Stanley Jackson, in the course of his speech, said :—
I listened to Mr. Fraser Blair's eloquent and striking speech with much
interest, Mr. Blair has had a long experience in this country, having come out 35
years ago, the same time that I paid my visit to India. His calling has enabled hkn
to devote much time to the study of India—her history and her problems, and his
views must be listened to with interest and respect In his speech I was sorry to
hear that he thought that the habit of Europeans leaving this country in a htjrry
was to some extent responsible for the resentment and ill-will which has shown
itself amongst Indians. I do not propose to dwell upon it as it appears to me tliat
no good could be done by discussing the truth or falseness of the old accusations
which when originally made was not intended to be complimentary, nor do I think
it would be calculated to assist in promoting that atmosphere of good-will which
we hope is making its appearance from better understanding, but I should like to
say that my experience of men who have made a success of their business and
received a suitable reward is not that they are anxious to run away from India, but
did circumstances permit, they would much prefer to stay. It appears to me the
conditions of their services here are to blame rather than the individuals. Half
a dozen names occur to me of personal friends, and they may be regarded as typical
of a large majority, whose services to Bengal and India are on record, and

